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1. THAI FERTILIZER SUPPLIES HAVE BEEN INADEQUATE SINCE 1971-72. 

THE LOCAL FERTILIZER FACTORY HAS BEEN UNABLE TO PRODUCE AT MORE 
THAN 60 PER CENT OF THE RATED CAPACITY. FERTILIZER OUTPUT HAS 
DECLINED EACH YEAR AS INDICATED BELOW: 

1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 
ESTIMATED 

METRIC TONS 

AMMONIUM SULPHATE (20.5PC N)27,756 25,601 22,000 20,000 
UREA (45PC N) 10,219 5,500 3,000 3,000 

THE RATED PRODUCTION CAPACITY FOR AMMONIUM SULPHATE IS 30,000 METRIC 
TONS PER YEAR, WHILE THE RATED CAPACITY FOR UREA IS 15,000 METRIC TON 
S. 

TABLE I. SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION OF FERTILIZER, 1971-72 THROUGH 
1974-75, IN METRIC TONS OF NUTRIENTS. 
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ESTIMATED 
METRIC TONS 

NITROGEN (N) 

PRODUCTION 10,289 7,723 6,000 5,500 
IMPORTS 18,051 21,708 30,000 35,000 

EXPORTS 

CONSUMPTION 28,000 29,000 34,000 40,000 
STOCKS 340 431 2,000 500 

PHOSPHATE (P205) 

PRODUCTION 

IMPORTS 1,051 1,223 1.500 2,000 

EXPORTS 

CONSUMPTION 1,000 1,200 1,500 2,000 

STOCKS 51 23 - 

POTASH (K20) 

PRODUCTION 

IMPORTS 645 1,366 2,000 3,000 

EXPORTS 

CONSUMPTION 600 1,300 2,000 3,000 

STOCKS 45 66 - 

2. PRICES PAID BY FARMERS FOR FERTILIZER ARE HIGH AND HAVE BEEN 
ALMOST DOUBLE THE BANGKOK CIF PRICES DUE TO THE MONOPOLY POSITION OF 
THE FERTILIZER COMPANY. FERTILIZER PRICES TO FARMERS ARE SHOWN IN 
TABLE II. 

TABLE II. AVERAGE PRICES PAID BY FARMERS FOR FERTILIZER, 1971 
THROUGH 1973 AND ESTIMATED 1974. 

1971 1972 1973 1974 
BAHT PER KILOGRAM 


AMMONIUM SULPHATE 

1.85 

1.85 

2.55 

3.50 

UREA 3.04 3.04 

3.77 

5.00 



COMPOUND FERTILIZER 

2.25 

2.42 

3.37 

4.50 


(16-20-0) 

3. THE RTG HAS REQUESTED INFORMATION FROM THE UNITED STATES AND 
JAPAN ON THE AVAILABILITY OF 250,000 METRIC TONS, PRODUCT WEIGHT, 

OF FERTILIZER. NO INFORMATION HAS BEEN RECEIVED ON THE NUTRIENT 
BREAKDOWN OF THIS REQUEST. THE THAI COOPERATIVE LEAGUE HAS REQUESTED 
QUOTATIONS FROM THE U.S. ON 50,000 METRIC TONS OF 16-20-0 FERTILIZER. 
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4. HISTORICALLY THAILAND USES YEARLY ONLY A SMALL QUANTITY OF 
FERTILIZER. AVAILABILITY OF MORE FERTILIZER IN 1974 SHOULD RESULT 
IN LARGER RICE AND CORN CROPS. SHOULD THE RTG FIND THAT FERTILIZER 
IS NOT AVAILABLE, THE MAJOR AFFECT WILL BE LITTLE OR NO INCREASE IN 
AGRICULTURE PRODUCTION IN 1974. MOST FARMERS USE LITTLE OR NO 
FERTILIZER, THEREFORE, WITH NORMAL WEATHER AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 
SHOULD BE AT ABOUT THE SAME LEVEL AS IN 1973. 
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5. THE ESTIMATED THAI GNP IN MILLION U.S. DOLLARS AT CURRENT PRICES 
IS 1972, $7,413 

1973, $ 9,369 

1974, $10,398 
KINTNER 
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